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%ﬁ O75 Washington Road Mt.Lebanon, Pennsylvania 15228

the Voice parish newsletter

For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord...
to give you a future with hope.
Jeremiah 28:11

SUNDAY, JULY 5, 2026
NATIONAL HOLIDAY WORSHIP
Giving thanks for 250 years of Freedom to Worship
in the United States of America

Worship Times
8:30 AM & 10:00 AM

Scripture
Jeremiah 29:4-14

Psalm 20
Romans 13:1-10
Mark 12:13-17

Hymns & Anthems
America
Battle Hymn of the Republic
O Beautiful for Spacious Skies
God Bless Our Native Land
This is My Song
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FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

Testimony of a Tither

It was many decades years ago when a change came over my life that has had a lasting effect for all
these years. I became a tither! I grew up in a Christian home during Depression years. Even in hard
times, my folks gave $1.00 a Sunday. As I went on my own, I was determined to do as well as they did.
In 1948 I came to Kansas City to work for a consulting engineering firm for $1.75 an hour. The man
sitting behind me was a tracer, the lower level in an engineering firm, and he probably earned 75 cents
an hour. He was a very religious member of the Assembly of God. He knew that I was also a strong
Christian and at times we would discuss religion. One day he mentioned that he was a tither. I thought,
“How can he tithe on his pay? He has a wife and two children.” It burned on my conscience for about a
week and finally I said, “If he can tithe, I can too.” I have tithed ever since and it has been one of the
greatest blessings of my life.

Although there were always places that the money could go, I never felt that I did not have enough for
me and my family. I also felt the need to tell others of my tithing experience. Why am I a tither?

In the first chapter of Genesis, God looks at all He has made, pronounces it good, and turns it over to
humankind for its use. I am to use and enjoy fully all these good gifts from God. These gifts are best
described in Luther’s explanation of the first article of the Creed in the Small Catechism: “I believe that
God has created me and all that exists; that He has given and still preserves to me my body and soul with
all my limbs and senses, my reason and all the faculties of my mind, together with my raiment, food,
home, family, and all my property; that He daily provides me abundantly with all the necessaries of life,
protects me from all danger, and preserves me and guards me against all evil; all which He does out of
pure, paternal, and divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me; for all which I
am in duty bound to thank, praise, serve and obey Him. This is most certainly true.”

What gifts! Can I do less than respond with thanks for His many gifts?

Some people think of a tithe as legalistic. For me, a tithe is only the beginning of giving. A tithe is not
an amount, but rather a dedication and a commitment to give of our first fruits.

You recall that both Cain and Abel offered gifts to God, but only Abel’s was acceptable since it was of
his first fruits and his best. May each of us recognize God’s many gifts and respond with thanks.

A tithe is a good beginning.

--Robert O. Drange, 2010

Tibhes and
offerings




‘WE HOPE YOU HAVE A
HAPPY 4TH OF JULY
HOLIDAY

God Bless
America

FROM PASTOR HEAGY & THE STAFF
AT

MT. LEBANON UNITED
LUTHERAN CHURCH



July 5-Crucifer

830 TBD
July 12-Crucifer

8:30  Ewan Keplar
July 19- Crucifer

830  Adam Timmons
July 26-Crucifer

8:30 TBD

SUNDAY SERVER SCHEDULE:
JULY, 2026

If you cannot serve as scheduled, please switch with another server. If you cannot get a substitute call the
church office at 412-563-0300, or email the church at mtleboluth@aol.com

10:00 TLuke Frankovitch

10:00 TBD

10:00 Paige Gentzel

10:00  Annaleigh Dwulit

“SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP”

All are invited for a time of Fellowship in the
Foyer between worship liturgies.

Enjoy food and beverage as you converse with
one another. Make new friends as you greet
visitors and guests.

The Evangelism Committee invites you to
share your gifts of hospitality! Please
volunteer to prep and clean up. It's easy and
we can introduce you to a fellow host.
Information is on the sign up chart in the
Foyer.

THFNKS
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Mt. Lebanon Farmers’

Market %%i%
[sponsored by the Lions’ Club] '

Wednesdays 4:00—7:00 PM
in our parking lot.

| Blessed is the nation 2‘"\/\ + @
whose God is the LORD B

Summer Camp continues this summer
at Camp Lutherlyn!
Check out all the programs, schedules, events &
registration info at https://www.lutherlyn.com/

Third Quarter Editions of Christ in Our Home,
our congregational family’s daily devotional, are
available in the Narthex. You are invited to taken
a copy for personal use and encouraged to use it
daily in your prayer life.



https://www.lutherlyn.com/

wild @ f

The worship links to Facebook & You Tube
can be found on our website:
www.mtlebanonlutheran.org

Sunday’s
8:30 AM & 10:00 AM

Virtual Worship 8:30 AM Facebook LIVE
Posted Iater on our You Tube channel

The Word of the Lord

July 5 National Holiday Worship
Jeremiah 29:4-14
Psalm 20
Romans 13:1-10

Matthew 12:13-17

Time after Pentecost

Isaiah 55:10-13
Psalm 65:9-13
Romans 8:1-11
Luke 10:25-37

Time after Pentecost

Isaiah 44:6-8
Psalm 86:11-17
Romans 8:11-17

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

July 12

July 19

Time after Pentecost

1 Kings 3:5-12
Psalm 119:129-136
Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

July 26

(@K(D WE REMEMBER

in our prayers:

Oh Christ, bless and uphold all who
are in pain or sickness this day.
J Teach us how to be alongside them
and to share in their distress deeply
in our prayers. Make us open to them and
give us courage to suffer with them, that in
so doing, we share with you the suffering of
the world. Especially bring healing into the
lives of:

Craig Elias; Andy Kelemen; Linda Larkin; Bill Young;
Shari Ehrlich; Dave Young; Patrick Brown; Pete Lester:

Please call the church office with any changes to the prayer
list. Names will remain on the prayer list for one month,
unless a request has been made to add, delete, or keep the
names as listed. All you need do is call the church office
and let us know.

During the summer travel season, please
remember your offerings. They can be
brought or mailed to the Church,
or through our E-Offering website.
Thank you.

€

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES for the August issue
of the August Voice are to be submitted by
Sunday, July 12th. Articles may be left in the
church or emailed to Mtleboluth@aol.com

VBS
July 13-17, 2026
9:00 am—mnoon

Church Members: Spread the Word!

Please invite your friends, neighbors and relatives to
register their children for our Vacation Bible School by
July 6. Feel free to take a few flyers from the Narthex to
use as your invitations. Register:
https://mtlebanonlutheranchurch.mycokesburyvbs.com/

Please remember while shopping during these
hot summer days, the ministry of the Food Bank
at Dormont Free Pantry with your contributions
of non-perishable food, cleaning and laundry
products and monetary donations. When making
monetary donations, please make your check
payable to Mt Lebanon United Lutheran
Church and designate your donation for
Dormont Food Pantry [Your donation will be
recorded and then forwarded.] or to the ELCA
World Hunger ministries using a designated gift
envelope in your pew. Items may be brought any
Sunday. Thank you.




Valparaiso University consistently receives national recognition

as one of the best in the Midwest.

5 UNDERGRADUATE COLLEGES:

ARTS &SCIENCES « BUSINESS « ENGINEERING « NURSING & HEALTH PROFESSIONS
« CHRIST COLLEGE — THE HONORS COLLEGE

EXPERIENCE LIFE AT VALPO

70+ | 100+ 21 100+ | 50+

MAJORS STUDENT DIVISION I ARTS PERFORMANCES STUDY ABROAD
ORGANIZATIONS ATHLETICS PROGRAMS ANNUALLY PROGRAMS

vALPARAISO Bl UNIVERSITY

valpo.edu

Valparaiso University is an independent Lutheran institution in Valparaiso, Indiana, an hour’s drive
southeast of Chicago. Founded in 1859, Valparaiso offers a thorough grounding in the liberal arts as
well as professional training and graduate study. Contact Pastor Heagy for more information.



Is There A Summer Season?

To speak of the Sundays after Pentecost as “the
summer season” is, admittedly, an artificial
construction. The Church Year does not have a
“summer” season, yet many of the lectionary images,
festivals and liturgical texts of summer contain
images that correspond with these months as they are
experienced in the Northern Hemisphere.

And as the summer progresses, the harvests
take many forms. By paying attention to the natural
growth cycle, we are attached to the changes of
nature and can also anticipate the life of the liturgical
cycle.

And while ‘paying attention” is part of
reading the signs of the times, it may appear merely
mechanical. But much of this years lectionary
connects what is happening in nature with what is
happening [or supposed to be happening] in our
hearts.

As the Torah calls for the sacrifice of the first
fruits, why dont we acknowledge the various
harvests [snow peas, berries, corn, squash,
watermelon]| that trace across the summer? Even the
most urban of our parishes are not far removed from
agriculture, even if the agriculture is micro-farming in
window boxes.

In short, the environment of this season is
ourselves and our watching the change of life in our
midst. Our festal cycle has a list of heroes and
heroines during the summer—evangelists Mark and
Matthew and apostles Philip and James, Peter and
Paul, and Bartholomew. We remember the early
followers: Barnabas and Mary Magdalene, as well as
the birth of John the Baptist and Mary, the Mother of
Jesus.

While the experience of the first half of the
church’s year of grace has been intensely an
experience of becoming, the “green season” after
Pentecost [summer] [ordinary time] is a season to be
aware of just who we have become.

And in remembering who we have become
and how we have come to gather in God’s House and
Who has guided us, we are to remember how we
should live as God’s children.

Daily Bread Outreach Meal
July 26

A 4

The meal with the poor in July will be a cookout
including grilled hamburgers, hotdogs, chips,
dessert & beverage. Monetary donations are
being accepted. Volunteers will be needed to
serve the meal. Please see sign up sheet in the
Narthex.. Thank you for your support.

GLSBAL LINKS

Sharing Surplus. Saving Lives.

Tuesday, July 14
1-3:00 pm
Volunteers Needed To Help Pack Surplus
Medical Supply for those in need.
Sign-up sheets have been placed in the narthex or if
you are interested in volunteering. Please contact Sara
Dougherty at tjdsjd@verizon.net

Bible Verses about Gardening

Isaigh 35:1-2
Isaigh 28:23-29
Genesis 2:8, 15

Matthew 6:28-30
Luke 21:29-32
Mark 13:28-30

Pslam 104:14-16
Ezekiel 4:9

Ezekiel 47:19

Exodus 30:34

Isaigh 38:21

Luke 13:18




My Eoffer

www.mtlebanonlutheran.org

WHAT IS myFoffering?

my Foffering is a service we've teamed up with to give you
the ability to send your offerings online in the same way
that many of you already pay bills and purchase products.
We chose to use my!offering because they are part of a
trusted, Christian family-owned company, who have
been serving the needs of churches for nearly 100 years.
Their product is solid, secure, easy, and convenient.

WHY SHOULD | USE myEoffering?
Many of you already pay for most of your purchases
electronically, whether online or with a credit or debit
card. So we have deaded to offer this service as a
convenience to you - you can stop writing checks or
having to remember to bring cash every Sunday. Simply
log in to our service and set up your offering. You can set
the donations to match your pay periods, and even send
your one-time donations to the special offerings we may
have from time-to-time. This new service allows you to
give any amount, at any time, from home or on the road,
with your computer or even your mobile device. Now
you can control how and when you give your tithes.

HOW DOES IT HELP?

Online giving is the future. In the lifetime of our young
people, we will see electronic payments overshadow
traditional methods of paper payments. In order to
position ourselves to continue doing the work of God in
the future and to make it as convenient as possible to be
a cheerful giver to God's work, we have decided to offer
online giving to you. In addition to easier access to giving
and more engagement with young stewards, online
offering has many benefits for the church. It allows us to
more easily track contributions for budgeting. It saves us
from manually tracking those contributions every week.
It saves us from large fees on check processing and allows
us to more accurately forecast expenditures and needs.

HOW DO I SIGN UP?

Signing up is as simple as going to our church website
listed above and look for the green computer mouse
icon. That button will take you to the my! offering page
for our church. Simply sign up and begin giving online
today! Or scan the code to the right with your mobile
device to get started now.

Ng




Vacation Bible School
July 13-17, 2026 - 9am-12pm

VBS Volunteers Needed in Specific Roles:

During VBS week, July 13-17, we need:

Photographer

Registration Table Assistant (Monday 8am-10am)

Assistants in Crafts and Music

Setup/Take-down Traffic Barriers (before and after VBS each morning)

Custodial support

Prior to VBS week we need:
Volunteers to make paper snowflakes for decorations

Help with decorating, setup & Furniture moving
July 9 — from 5-7pm; July 11 from 12-2pm; July 12 from 12-4pm

Last minute setup tasks on July 12, following the late Worship Liturgy.

After VBS week:
Help breakdown set & cleanup, flexible time shifts—I/et us know your available dates.

Note: Teens can earn up to 15 hours of Community Service! Plus, it’s a lot of fun!

To volunteer: contact Julia Nelson at jmnelson25@comcast.net; or call the church office at 412-563-0300.



mailto:jmnelson25@comcast.net

VBS Decorating & Setup Dates —
Volunteers Needed

Join the fun in helping to decorate for Snowball Mountain VBS! No experience needed.
Bring a friend!
-Thursday July9:  5pm -7 pm
-Saturday, July 11: 12 pm-2 pm
(also furniture moving)
-Sunday, July 12: 12 pm —4pm
(also furniture moving and tent setup)

Please contact Julia Nelson if you would like to help: jmnelson26@comcast.net

VBS Snack Donations Needed:

Please help us provide our VBS kids with fun, allergy-safe snacks. Check ingredient la-
bels to make sure they do not include nuts, tree nuts or sesame seeds. Please bring
snacks to the Social Hall kitchen by July 6, and label them i V B SWe wvill need about
300 snacks!

Many of these “school friendly” snacks may be found at Aldi’s,Costco or Sam’s Club.
Requested items include:

Rice Crispy Treats

Goldfish Crackers

Fruit Snacks

Frito Lay Variety Pack Chip Bags

Entenmannds Little Bits Muffins

We will also need: Lemonade Mix.

Thank you in advance for your generosity. Help keep VBS affordable for families!

Church Members: Spread the Word!

Please invite your friends, neighbors and relatives to register their children for our Va-

cation Bible School by July 6. Feel free to take a few flyers from the

Narthex to use as your invitations. Register:
https://mtlebanonlutheranchurch.mycokesburyvbs.com/




Vacation Bible School
Ages: 4 and older
M+. Lebanon United Lutheran Church
Monday - Friday, 9:00 - noon
July 13-17, 2026
Suggested donation: $10.00/child or $20/family*

Register online at mtliebanonlutheran.org
or with this form

REGISTRATION

Family Last Name:
Street Address: Zip Code:
Parent/Guardian Name:
Home Telephone: Cell Phone:
Email address:
Emergency Contact Name & Phone:
Persons authorized to pick up children & Phone:
Child’ s Name: Age: Birthdate: Grade Completed:
Known Allergies/Special Needs:
Child’ s Name: Age: Birthdate: Grade Completed:
Known Allergies/Special Needs:
Child" s Name: Age: Birthdate: Grade Completed:

Known Allergies/Special Needs:

My children have my permission to attend & paricipate in MLULC VBS per Terms on page 2

Parent/Guardian Signature

Date

| would like to help with VBS (adulis & teens age 12 & up)

Please also sign the back side of this page.

For registration purposes: Age Group/ Crew:

Amount:

*Scholarships available if needed.



Mt. Lebanon United Lutheran Church Vacation Bible School

July 13-17, 2026
Registration Form, Continued from page 1

Participation Agreement:

YES NO

My children have my permission to attend VBS at MLULC O ]

VBS staff are permitted to provide First Aid to my kids if needed [ O
My kids have my permission to be photographed for the church

slide show & bulletin board: O O

| grant permission to take photos/videos of my children and to use [l ]

and to use these images in church newsletter and website.
| understand that photos and videos will not be accompanied by
captions or tags that include names or other identifying information.

Please note: We will follow health and safety guidelines and practices of our Church Council.

Please read and sign below:
Parents/guardians agree not to send their children to VBS if the children are sick or have fever.

LIABILITY RELEASE: In consideration of Mt. Lebanon United Lutheran Church allowing child(ren) listed on this
2-page form to participate in Vacation Bible School activities, L, the undersigned, do hereby release, forever
discharge, and agree to hold harmless Mt. Lebanon United Lutheran Church, its directors, employees, volunteers,
and agents from any and all liability, claims or demands for accidental personal injury, sickness or death, as well as

property damage and expenses, of any nature whatsoever which may be incurred by the undersigned and the above
child(ren) while involved in Vacation Bible School. Furthermore, on behalf of my minor child(ren), I hereby
assume all risk of accidental personal injury, sickness, death, damage, and expense as a result of participation in
activities involved therein. As well as releasing the child(ren), if necessary, for transportation to and from the
Vacation Bible School location, I, the undersigned, do hereby release, forever discharge, and agree to hold harmless
Mt. Lebanon United Lutheran Church, its directors, employees, volunteers, and agents from any and all liability,
claims or demands for accidental personal injury in the process of transportation.

Parent/Guardian Signature Date




Healthy Snacks Drive for Daily Bread Ministries

Our VBS/AIl Congregation Mission Project
Suggested items to donate:

Bottled Water

Beef jerky

Applesauce or fruit cups
Fruit snacks

Granola bars

Small packages of chips, cookies, Goldfish, Rice Krispie treats, etc.
Cheese or peanut butter crackers (Lance or other brands)

Individually wrapped mints

The need for food at Daily Bread Ministries is greater than ever. This service project is a way for our
VBS families and Congregation to participate in God’s Work/Our Hands Day of Service and meet the
needs our local community.
We are hoping to fill 100+ bags, so please donate what you can.
Please make sure items are individually wrapped, and
bring them to the Narthex now through September 1. Thank you!

AFor | was hungry and you gave m
Il was thirsty and you gave me somet

Sunday School Classes resume on Rally day, September 13, 2026

Look for the Sunday School registration form in the August Voice Newsletter.

Sunday School Substitute Teachers Needed

We are recruiting additional Sunday School Substitutes Teachers for the fall. Specific needs are for
Teachers in the Pre-K/Kindergarten class and for substitutes in the Elementary class. Adults and teens
age 16 and older are eligible to teach.

We have a team-teaching system in which volunteers teach every other week or every 3 weeks,
depending on their availability. The curriculum is very easy to use, and the children are a lot of fun!
For more information or to volunteer, please call the Church office or contact Mary Beth at
MBTrivilino@verizon.net

hi

SO


mailto:MBTrivilino@verizon.net

I would like you to consider participating in a our online giving designed to simplify weekly giving in our
congregation.

Electromic giving will enable every household or individual to make their church offering using electronic
funuds tramsfer or credit card. You may already be using online bill pay for your mortgage, car payment, or
insurance premium through an automatic withdrawal from your checking or savings account. Many of
you also have used your credit cards to purchase goods online through Amazon, eBay, or a number of other
sites.

We have teamed up with myEoffering to enable you to use the same process to give your offering
electronically from your bank account, credit or debit cards.

There is no cost to you for this new giving option. If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will
no longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. And when trawvel, illness or other
circumstances prevent you from attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to
continue uninterrupted.

You can participate in the electronic giving program immediately. Just visit our church website and look for
the “Donate Now™ button.

Thank you for considering this new giving opportunity.




YO1y3ny gga 009

13BN S Jawied 00

|eaN peaag Ajleq 00:2
Sunea [1PUN0) G1:11
J19Ao4-dIysmol|a4 0€:6
diysiogx\ [enmiA A7 0€:8

1s3 og:z-¢l 153 0€:¢-6 0g:z-¢l 153 153 0€:¢-6 dysio/x\ 00-0L 9 0€:8
183 (013 6¢C 8¢ L2 6 ¥s032j1udd 9¢
J19Ao4-dIysmol|a4 0€:6
13BN S Jawied 00 diysiom [enMIA dAI7 0€:8
1s3 og:z-¢l 153 0€:¢-6 153 og:z-¢l 153 0€:¢-6 dysio/x\ 00-01L 9 0€:8
sc 144 €cC (44 1c oc 8 1s039judd 61
1B\ S Jawied 00t 3uneiodaq sgn
Ul [eqo1D 00:L wd 004+ 00°¢l
Jaho4-diysmoyla4 0€:6
00:21-00:6 00:21-00:6 00:21-00:6 00:21-00:6 diysion\ [BnMIA 9417 0€:8
|ooYyds 3)qig uolesep |o0Yyds a|qig uonyedsep |o0Yyds a|qig uonedep |o0Yyds a|qig uonyesep 00:21-00:6 diysion\ 00:0L 9 0€8
8L Ll 9l sl Pl | looYyds a|qig uonjedeA gl L soddudd ¢l
Sunesodaq
$4A 00:£-00:G panlasay

paniasay lIeH |epos-dnias sgA paniasay paniasay J2Ao4-diysmolj24 0€:6
SBuneiodaq paniasay lleH |epos-dnias sgA 1B\ S Jawied 00t lleH |epos-dnias sgA JIeH |epos— dnias sgA | diysioz [eniiA aAIT O€:8
SaA 00:2-00:ClL lleH [epos-dmag sgn 153 0g:z-¢l 153 0€:C-6 0€:¢-¢l 153 153 0€:C-6 dysiom\ 00:0L 9 0€°8
1L oL 6 8 L 9 9 150033udd g

13BN S Jawied 00 b

153 og:z-¢l 153 0€:¢-6

Anr iy Addeq ¢ € 4 1

jes B | nyL PSM onjl UOIN

. L A L e

FORR R R R A
JANC 20 Hlh AJDVH

¥ 3 ¥ x

90

¢ AIng




Prayer Ventures — July, 2026 74 | B . . .
yer® Y a/=) (=X Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Prayer Ventures available www.elca.org/prayer ventures Q2|50 ,
Sl God’s work. Our hands.

1 Remember in prayer adult vocalists and musicians attending the Lutheran
Summer Music Choral Gathering at St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minn. Pray for
the Spirit to stir their joy in singing, making music, expressing their faith through
song and inspiring the faith of others.

2 Pray for congregations and hunger ministries as they apply for ELCA World
Hunger’s Domestic Hunger Grants. Ask God to strengthen their work of addressing
food insecurity, housing, employment and human rights in their communities, and
of advocating for policies that attend to neighbors in need.

3 Pray for vacation Bible school and day camp ministries, that they will inspire
faith, nurture caring relationships, provide safe spaces for learning and play with
others, and touch the lives of children with the good news of God’s love through
Jesus Christ.

4 Independence Day and Semiquincentennial Celebration Today we celebrate the
history and independence of the United States as well as the long history of Native
Americans in North America before the birth of our nation. Pray for the wisdom
and resolve we need to ensure freedom, justice and equity for all people — in our
nation and around the world.

5 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will
give you rest,” Jesus said. “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:28-
29). Pray for the gentle, humble and caring spirit of Jesus to be our example and
inspiration for how we attend to the needs of our neighbors and siblings in Christ.

6 Remember in prayer ELCA deacons, pastors, bishops and candidates approved
for call who are attending the Rostered Ministers Gathering in Indianapolis, Ind.
Pray for the Holy Spirit to renew and inspire them for their ministries through
fellowship, continuing education, worship, Bible study and mutual care and
encouragement.

7 “By the loaves you break and give us, send us in your name to share bread for
which the millions hunger, words that tell your love and care” (ACS 966). Praise
God for giving us the sacrament of Holy Communion, which gathers us around the
sacred meal where we are reminded of and experience God’s gifts of grace, love,
forgiveness, mercy and renewal through Christ’s presence in the bread and wine.

8 Give thanks for Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) and its partners as they
provide aid and relief to those affected by the ongoing crisis in the Middle East.
LDR assistance includes food, shelter, trauma-informed care and support for long-
term recovery efforts.

9 Pray for summer camp staff at our ELCA outdoor ministries across the country,
that the Spirit will renew and sustain their faith, energy and enthusiasm at the
midpoint of their summer season. Give thanks for how they impact the lives and
faith of campers of all ages, abilities and backgrounds.

10 Thank God for the ELCA’s special relationship with the Reformed Church in
America, a full communion partner since 1997. Pray for the church, its members
and its leaders, that together we will find strength and resources for the work of
sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor, especially in these challenging times
for the church and society.

11 Pray that our lives will express gratitude and praise for God’s ever-present,
boundless love, patience and forgiveness. Ask the Spirit to help us bear public
witness to God’s grace and what God is doing in our lives and the world.

12 Pray for the Gathering Expeditions, regional retreats that enable youth and the
adults who walk alongside them to step away from everyday life together and dive
into questions of faith, purpose, identity and calling in preparation for the 2027
ELCA Youth Gathering.

13 “I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the
very thing I hate” (Romans 7:15). Give thanks and praise to God for the boundless
love, forgiveness and patience that enfold us just as we are — complex and
wonderful children of God who nevertheless are often weak, broken and
undisciplined.

14 Give thanks for ELCA Racial Justice Ministries. Ask God to bless and further
its ministries, which that equip leaders, provide anti-racism education, build
relationships across differences, and develop resources to help congregations
address racism and move toward reconciliation and healing.

15 Praise God for our life in Christ, which sets us free from the darkness and
despair of sin and death, and for the Spirit, which dwells in us and keeps us focused
on what pleases God — faith, humility, love, mercy and caring for our neighbors in
need.

16 Remember in prayer the women gathering for worship, advocacy, inspiration,
learning, service and relationship-building at the Women of the ELCA Triennial
Gathering in Des Moines, lowa. Ask God to bless and advance the organization’s
mission to mobilize women of all ages to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.

17 Emanuel Nine Commemoration and Day of Repentance Reflect on the
martyrdom of the Emanuel Nine, killed by a self-proclaimed white
supremacist on June 17, 2015, during a Bible study at Emanuel African
Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, S.C. Ask the Spirit for the
power to be agents of change in society, confronting racism and injustice
and living as children of God who value, respect and love one another.

18 Ask God to strengthen and expand the work we do together through
Lutheran Disaster Response as it provides emergency relief, supports
disaster recovery and helps communities develop disaster preparedness and
resilience. Give thanks that this work — our work — is mindful of people’s
spiritual, physical, emotional and social needs, including food security,
shelter, self-sufficiency and community.

19 Who prompts joy in your life these days? What causes you to smile and
laugh? Lift up prayers of gratitude and celebration for those people and
things that lighten your spirit when life feels heavy and dark.

20 Remember in prayer those who serve in the military and are currently
deployed overseas to areas of conflict and war. Pray for their safety, for the
Spirit to strengthen their faith and hope, and for the support of their families
and faith communities to comfort and renew them.

21 “Nothing helps more powerfully against the devil, the world, the flesh,
and all evil thoughts than occupying oneself with God’s Word, having
conversations about it, and contemplating it” (Martin Luther, the Large
Catechism). Ask the Spirit to stir our desire to study and reflect on Scripture
together with our siblings in Christ to find encouragement, guidance and
strength for our lifelong baptismal journeys and doing God’s work in the
world.

22 Remember in prayer ELCA missionaries who return to the United States
every two years for two months to gather with friends and family, renew
themselves and engage with congregations that support them. Give thanks
that the Spirit works through their witness, inspiring others to do God’s
work in the world.

23 Pray for the Spirit to help us better understand God’s ways and wisdom
and incorporate them into our daily lives as we strive to follow Christ, love
and serve our neighbors and reflect God’s truth in everything we say and do.
24 Remember in prayer church musicians, music directors and worship
leaders gathering at Augsburg Fortress Summer Music Clinics across the
country, that the experience might nurture their skills, stir their creativity
and enthusiasm, deepen their theology of worship and equip them with new
resources to use in their congregations.

25 Give thanks and pray for our LGBTQIA+ neighbors and siblings in
Christ — our children, parents, siblings, elders, friends, co-workers and
leaders. Pray that we will be persistent advocates and catalysts for
intentional inclusion, full participation, and the valuing of diverse gifts and
perspectives in the church and society.

26 Remember in prayer newly elected synod bishops, that God will grant
them wisdom and strength for their ministry with their synods’ leaders,
congregations and special ministries.

27 Pray for Stephen Ministries, which minister one-on-one with people
experiencing grief, illness and other crises. Give thanks for Stephen
Ministries lay volunteers in communities of faith, caring and supportive
companions who walk alongside those in need, embodying Christ’s call to
love and serve our neighbors.

28 Pray for the Spirit to remind us over and over again to be kind and
merciful with others and ourselves.

29 Give thanks for Lutheran Disaster Response partners who together care
for communities in times of crisis: synods, ecumenical partners, tribal
nations, community-based organizations, social ministry organizations,
global companion churches, Catholic Charities, the Lutheran World
Federation and many others.

30 “Lord, I will lift mine eyes to the hills, knowing my help is coming from
you. Your peace you give me in time of the storm. You are the source of my
strength. You are the strength of my life” (4CS 1080). Lift up prayers of
thanksgiving and praise to God for being an ever-present and dependable
source of strength, courage and hope, particularly in times of struggle and
crisis.

31 Pray for leaders, diplomats, mediators and others involved in
peacemaking and reconciliation efforts around the world, especially in the
Middle East, Russia and Ukraine, the Democratic Republic of Congo,
Sudan, South Sudan, Yemen and Haiti.
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Vacation Bible School

July 13-17, 2026
9amad noon Ages 4 and older

A week filled with Bible stories, games, crafts, music, and more!

Kids and volunteers register online by July 6 at
https://mtlebanonlutheranchurch.mycokesburyvbs.com/
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can do all things
Philippians 4:13

Volunteers, supplies and snack donations needed. See inside this issue.
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