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the the VoiceVoice  parish newsletterparish newsletter  

  
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
It is a joy and a blessing to introduce myself  as your new Director of  Music and 
Organist at Mount Lebanon United Lutheran Church. I am truly grateful for the warm 
welcome I have already received, and I look forward to getting to know each of  you as 
we worship, serve, and grow together in faith. 
 
I recently graduated from the Cleveland Institute of  Music with a Master of  Music in 
Organ Performance. Throughout my studies and career, I have been blessed with 
opportunities to perform with ensembles including the Cleveland Orchestra Youth 
Orchestra, the Cleveland Institute of  Music Orchestra, and the Warren Philharmonic 
Orchestra. Most recently, I served as Director of  Music at Trinity United Church of  
Christ in Wadsworth, Ohio, where I led the chancel choir, handbell choir, children's 
choir, and managed a vibrant concert series. 
 
Church music has always been much more than a profession to me—it is a calling. I 
believe music has the unique ability to proclaim the Gospel, enrich our worship, and 
bring people together in meaningful ways. Whether through congregational hymn 
singing, the choir's ministry, the beauty of  the organ, or special musical offerings, my 
hope is that our music ministry will inspire, uplift, and deepen our faith. 
 
Outside of  church, I enjoy composing music, cooking, exploring new coffee shops, 
spending time outdoors, and attending concerts whenever I have the opportunity. I 
also enjoy meeting new people and hearing their stories, so please don't hesitate to 
introduce yourself  after worship. I would love the chance to get to know you. 
 
Thank you for welcoming me into the Mount Lebanon United Lutheran Church 
family. I am excited for all that God has in store for us, and I look forward to making 
music together in the months and years ahead. 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Hunter Peterson 
Director of  Music and Organist 



 

FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

 
DIGITAL MINISTRY / CONTENT CREATION 

 

I’ve been thinking a lot lately about what it means to do ministry in a world of digital metrics---views, 

likes, shares, follower counts that jump overnight, comments that come faster than you can read them, 

and a dashboard that tells you whether what you just said mattered. 

 

I know a church that experienced great growth—going from a small, familiar online space to hundreds 

of thousands of people watching, listening, responding.  This kind of growth sounds exciting, but also 

comes with a strange kind of grief.  The internet stops being a place you show up as yourself, but a 

place where people show up expecting a version of you.  That’s the shift that doesn’t get talked about 

enough.  There’s a moment—maybe gradual, maybe all at once—when we realize we’re no longer just 

posting.   We’re being perceived, interpreted, projected onto; known, but not actually known. 

 

In church, people know us because they see us often.  Online, that dynamic is a challenge.  People, 

many of whom we will never meet, all form a version of us in their minds.  And then there are the 

clicks, numbers, and here’s the honest part: they feel good.  When something lands, when a video 

connects, when the numbers spike—we feel it. There’s a validation that old style parish ministry 

doesn’t always provide. Online feedback is immediate, quantifiable, but it’s also a danger.  Because if 

we’re not careful, the numbers don’t just measure our work—they start to shape it.  We begin to 

wonder:  Why did that one work?  Why didn’t this one?  What do people want from us?  What version 

of us gets the green arrow and the confetti?  And suddenly, without even realizing it, the algorithm is 

shaping and changing us. 

 

That’s the tension.  Because there’s good happening.  The reach is undeniable.  The ability to offer a 

vision of faith to people who may never step into a church building---that matters.  But there’s also a 

cost---a subtle shaping of identity, a quiet erosion of privacy, a growing awareness that we can’t quite 

show up anywhere and be just…us.  Because someone might recognize us.  Because everything is 

potentially content.  Because the line between who we are and what we produce starts to blur. 

 

So what do we do with that?  I think the answer is to do digital ministry with more intention, with a 

deeper awareness that the numbers are not the same thing as faithfulness; that reach is not the same 

thing as impact; that being known is not the same thing as being in relationship. 

 

If we do digital ministry well, what remains won’t just be content---it will be connection.  It will be a 

network of people we know.  It will be the work of posting with integrity in a space that constantly 

tempts us otherwise.  And we will be reminded the work was never about the numbers in the first place, 

even if they made us feel that it was.       –from Rev. Jim Keat 



 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 

 
1 You shall have no other gods. 
2  You shall not make wrongful  
 use of the name of the Lord your God. 
3 Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it 
 holy. 
4 Honor your father and your mother. 
5 You shall not murder. 
6 You shall not commit adultery. 
7 You shall not steal.. 
8 You shall not bear false witness against 
 your neighbor. 
9      You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
10  You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, 

 or  male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, 
 or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

SUNDAY SERVER SCHEDULE:    

AUGUST,  2026 

If you cannot serve as scheduled, please switch with another server.  If you cannot get a substitute call the 
church office at 412-563-0300 or Pastor Doug at [412] 926-5440; or email the church at mtleboluth@aol.com

      
 

August 2-Crucifer   
  8:30 Finn Darcy             10:00 Delaney Graybill 
   
August 9-Crucifer     
  8:30 TBD     10:00 TBD 
      
August 16- Crucifer     
  8:30 Chase Lutz             10:00 Gabriel Provins 
   
August 23-Crucifer     
  8:30 Adam Timmons         10:00 Xavier Graybill 
 
August 30—Crucifer 
     8:30 TBD     10:00 Madalena Provins 
 

THANK YOU WORSHIP  

SERVICE VOLUNTEERS! 
 

We are grateful to our dedicated altar guild,  

ushers, lectors, acolytes, Alan Trivilino and the 

Evangelism Committee, and Jim Needles, who 

 so willingly continue to serve during these busy 

summer months at and in preparation for our 

worship services. 

Synod Assembly News 
 

The actions of the 2026 Southwestern Synod 
Assembly have been posted on the bulletin board in 
the hallway of education building.   
Thank you to Pastor Doug & Cindy Brown for 
attending the Assembly. 



 

Plan ahead! 
 

 

Catechism Classes Begin in September 

 
Catechetical instruction in preparation for the 

Public Affirmation of Baptism, the rite also known 

as Confirmation, is scheduled to resume in 

September.  This early notice will hopefully help 

both students and parents plan for the fall. 

 

The days and times of Level 1 and Level II will 

be determined by the end of this month. 

 

Level 1 classes focus on the Old and New 

Testaments. 

 

An orientation meeting for Level 1 parents and 

new students will be in September.  Details are 

forthcoming. 

 

Level 2 classes cover Luther’s Small Catechism, 

Lutheran theology, and organizational aspects of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

Blessing of Backpacks…. 

 
On Sunday, August 23 at the 8:30 and 

10:00 worship liturgies, our children and youth 

are invited to a blessing of their backpacks..  By 

this blessing, we honor God and affirm our 

children and youth as they begin a new school 

year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

_____ 
The worship links to Facebook  & You Tube can 

be found on our website: 
www.mtlebanonlutheran.org 

 

 

Sunday’s 
8:30 AM & 10:00 AM 

Virtual Worship  8:30  AM   Facebook LIVE 
Posted later on our You Tube channel  

__________________ 

The Word of the Lord 
 

 

August 2                   Time after Pentecost 
 

Isaiah 55:1-5 
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 

Romans 9:1-5 
Matthew 14:13-21 

 

August 9             Time after Pentecost 
 

1 Kings 19:9-18 
Psalm 85:8-13 

Romans 10:5-15 
Matthew 14:22-33 

August 16       Time after Pentecost 
 

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
Psalm 67 

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
Matthew 15P:21-28 

 

August 23         Time after Pentecost 
 

Isaiah 51:1-6 
Psalm 138 

Romans 12:1-8 
Matthew 16:13-20 

 
August 30         Time after Pentecost 
 

Jeremiah 15:15-21 
Psalm 26:1-8 

Romans 12:9-21 
Matthew 16:21-28 

The 2026 Annual Meeting will be held in  

October.  Look for more information in the  

September Voice Newsletter  

and upcoming bulletins. 





WE REMEMBER  

in our prayers: 

__________________________________________________________________ 

                    

Great God, our healer, by your 

power, the Lord Jesus healed the sick 

and gave hope to the hopeless. Look 

upon our brothers and sisters with 

mercy and bless them with your healing 

Spirit. Bring comfort in the midst of pain, 

strength to transform weakness and light to 

illumine darkness. Especially bring healing 

into the lives of:    
 

             
 
             

Craig Elias; Andy Kelemen; Linda Larkin;  Bill Young; Shari 
Ehrlich; Dave Young; Patrick Brown; Pete Lester:  

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES  

The articles for the  September issue of the Voice  are 
to be submitted by Sunday, August 9th. Articles may 
be left in the church office or email:      
 mtleboluth@aol.com. 

      Mt. Lebanon Farmers’ Market 

      [sponsored by the Lions’ Club] 

     Wednesdays 4:00—7:00 PM 
 

SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP IN THE FOYER  
 
 

All are invited for a time of fellowship between the two Sunday worship 
Liturgies from 9:30-10 am.  Enjoy refreshments, converse with friends, and welcome 
visitors.  Hosts are needed for August.  (It’s easy and fun to host!  Instructions and 
assistance are provided).  Information is available on the signup display in the Foyer. 

Dear Council Members: 
Please have your committee reports for the  
upcoming Annual Meeting to the Church  

office by August 9th.  Thank you.  ♥♥ 

Tuesday, August 11 

  1:00-3:00  pm 

Volunteers Needed To Help Pack Surplus  

Medical Supply for those in need. 
If you are interested in volunteering,  

please see the sign up sheets that will be available in 

the Narthex during the month of August. 

 Please contact Sara Dougherty 

 or the Church office  with any questions.  

   

South Chancel Wall Columbarium 
Interment in the columbarium is open to church 

members and their extended families, and the specific 

policy covering the use of and payments for the 

columbarium niches is available upon request from 

the church office. 

 

The size of each niche is suitable for the cremations of 

one or two individuals.  The cost of each niche is 

$1,000 for interment of a single individual and $1,500 

for the interment of two in a single niche. 

 

Spaces remain available.  Please contact the church 

office to indicate your interest. 



Dattilo 



Sunday School Teachers,  and 
Substitutes Needed 
 
Sunday School Teachers & 
Substitutes Needed: 
 

 Specific Needs:  Pre-K/Kindergarten & 

Elementary teachers & substitutes  

 Adults & teens 10th grade and older are 

eligible  

 Teachers rotate to teach a few times a month 

 Curriculum is very easy to use 

 The kids are a lot of fun! 

 Classes meet 10:00 am Sundays 

 Contact:  Mary Beth Trivilino at 

MBTrivilino@verizon.net or call Church 

office 

 

Rally Day! 

Sunday School Starts  

September 13 
 

Join us as we kick off our academic year!  

Students ages 4 and up—come  meet your 

teachers and classmates. The entire congregation 

is invited to participate in our Fellowship event to 

assemble Healthy Snack Bags for Daily Bread 

Ministries. This is our Day of Service for ELCA 

Gods’ Work/Our Hands Sunday. 

 Schedule for September 13 
 

8:30 – Early Worship Liturgy  

 

9:35 am – Sunday School Families gather in the 

Foyer to decorate lunch bags and write blessings. 

 

10:00 – Sunday School Students & Teachers are 

commissioned at beginning of Late Worship 

Liturgy 

 

10:15 – Students and Teachers go to Classrooms 

for Lessons 

 

11:15 – Entire congregation is invited to Social 

Hall for a time of fellowship and refreshments, to 

assemble the Healthy Snack Bags and write 

blessings. 
 

Please see the flyer in this issue for more details 

and a list of needed ingredients for the Healthy 

Snack Bags.  Donations may be brought to the 

Narthex by September 6. 

See you on Rally Day!  
 

 

VBS Mission Project 

 

Our Vacation Bible School Service Project was 

to collect Healthy Snacks for Daily Bread  

Ministries.  These will be assembled into Snack 

Bags at our God’s Work/Our hands event on 

Rally Day. We are still collecting items.  Please 

bring donations to the Narthex by September 6th. 

 

Suggested items needed include:  bottles water 

(16 oz), beef jerky, applesauce or fruit cups, fruit 

snacks, granola bars, individually wrapped mints, 

cheese or peanut butter cracker (Lance or other 

brands), small packages of chips, cookies,  

Goldfish, Rice Krispie treats, etc. 

 
“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you 

have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” 

 Hebrews 13:16 
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“Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; 

for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs” 

Matthew 19:14                                    



Social Ministries and Rally Day Service Project 
Healthy Snack Bags for Daily Bread Ministries 

 

The ELCA marks September 13th as “God’s Work/Our Hands Sunday”—a day 

of service among congregations throughout the country. This day is an 
opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. 

 

Our Congregation’s Service Project runs from now through September 6th, and it involves Sunday School 

families and the entire Congregation!  We are once again collecting food and bottled water to fill Healthy 

Snack Bags for our friends at Daily Bread Ministries.  

 

Parishioners are asked to donate food items from the list below that we will use to fill large lunch bags. 

These are due by September 6th. 

 

On Rally Day, September 13: 
      *Sunday School kids and families will meet in the Foyer before the first Sunday School class to 

decorate the lunch bags. 

 

      *After the late liturgy, the entire congregation is invited to the Social Hall for Refreshments and to 

help stuff the Healthy Snack Bags and perhaps write a note of encouragement for the bags.  

 

These Healthy Snack Bags will be distributed to our friends at Daily Bread Ministries in September. 

 
 

 Suggested items to donate for our Healthy Snack Bags: 
 

  Bottled Water 

  Beef jerky 

  Applesauce or fruit cups 

  Fruit snacks 

  Granola bars 

  Small packages of chips, cookies, rice Krispie treats, goldfish, etc 

  Cheese or peanut butter crackers (Lance or other brands) 

  Individually wrapped mints 

  

The need for food at Daily Bread Ministries is greater than ever. This service project is a way for our 

Congregation to participate in God’s Work/Our Hands Day of Service and meet the needs our local 

community. 

We are hoping to fill 100+ bags, so please donate what you can.  
Please make sure items are individually wrapped, and 

 bring them to the Narthex now through September 6th.  Thank you!  
 

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, 

 I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink” Matthew 25:35 







A
u
g

u
st

 2
0

2
6

 
S

u
n

 
M

o
n

 
T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri

 
S

a
t 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1
 

 

2
 
 
P
e
n

t
e
c
o
s
t
 
1
0

 

8
:
3
0
 
&

 
1
0
:
0
0
 
W

o
r
s
h
ip

 

8
:
3
0
 
L
iv

e
 
V

ir
t
u
a
l 
W

o
r
s
h
ip

 

9
:
3
0
 
S
u
n
d
a
y
 
F
e
ll
o

w
s
h
ip

 

3
 

1
2
-
2
:
3
0
 
 
E
S
L
 

4
 

1
2
-
2
:
3
0
 
E
S
L
 

5
 

1
2
-
2
:
3
0
 
E
S
L
 

   4
:
0
0
 
F
a
r
m

e
r
s
 
M

a
r
k
e
t
 

6
 

1
2
-
2
:
3
0
 
E
S
L
 

7
 

8
 

 
9
 
 
P
e
n

t
e
c
o
s
t
 
1
1
 

8
:
3
0
 
&

 
1
0
:
0
0
 
W

o
r
s
h
ip

 

8
:
3
0
 
L
iv

e
 
V

ir
t
u
a
l 
W

o
r
s
h
ip

 

9
:
3
0
 
S
u
n
d
a
y
 
F
e
ll
o

w
s
h
ip

 

 

1
0
 

1
2
-
2
:
3
0
 
E
S
L
 

1
1
 

1
2
-
2
:
3
0
 
E
S
L
 

1
-
3
:
0
0
 
G

lo
b
a
l 
L
in

k
s
 

1
2
 

9
-
2
:
3
0
 
E
S
L
 

  4
:
0
0
 
F
a
r
m

e
r
s
 
M

a
r
k
e
t
 

1
3
 

1
2
-
2
:
3
0
 
E
S
L
 

1
4

 
1
5
 

1
6
 
 
P
e
n

t
e
c
o
s
t
 
1
2

 

8
:
3
0
 
&

 
1
0
:
0
0
 
W

o
r
s
h
ip

 

8
:
3
0
 
L
iv

e
 
V

ir
t
u
a
l 
W

o
r
s
h
ip

 

9
:
3
0
 
S
u
n
d
a
y
 
F
e
ll
o

w
s
h
ip

 

 

1
7
 

1
2
-
2
:
3
0
 
E
S
L
 

1
8
 

1
2
-
2
:
3
0
 
E
S
L
 

1
9
 

1
2
-
2
;
3
0
 
E
S
L
 

 4
:
0
0
 
F
a
r
m

e
r
s
 
M

a
r
k
e
t
 

2
0
 

1
2
-
2
:
3
0
 
E
S
L
 
 

2
1
 

2
2
 

  

 
2
3
 
 
P
e
n

t
e
c
o

s
t
 
1
3

 

8
:
3
0
 
&

 
1
0
:
0
0
 
W

o
r
s
h
ip

 

8
:
3
0
 
L
iv

e
 
V

ir
t
u
a
l 
W

o
r
s
h
ip

 

B
l
e
s
s
i
n

g
 
o

f
 
B

a
c
k
p
a
c
k
s
 

9
:
3
0
 
S
u
n
d
a
y
 
F
e
ll
o

w
s
h
ip

 

1
1
:
1
5
 
C

o
u
n
c
il
 
M

e
e
t
in

g
 

2
4
 

1
2
-
2
:
3
0
 
E
S
L
 

   

2
5
 

1
2
-
2
:
3
0
 
E
S
L
 

2
6
 

1
2
-
2
:
3
0
 
E
S
L
 

  4
:
0
0
 
F
a
r
m

e
r
s
 
M

a
r
k
e
t
 

2
7

 

1
2
-
2
:
3
0
 
E
S
L
 

2
8

 
2
9
 

 
3
0

 
 
P
e
n

t
e
c
o
s
t
 
1
4

 

8
:
3
0
 
&

 
1
0
:
0
0
 
W

o
r
s
h
ip

 

8
:
3
0
 
L
iv

e
 
V

ir
t
u
a
l 
W

o
r
s
h
ip

 

9
:
3
0
 
S
u
n
d
a
y
 
F
e
ll
o

w
s
h
ip

 

3
1
 

1
2
-
2
:
3
0
 
E
S
L
 

 

 
 

 
 

 





A Very Special Thank-You... 

Gretchen Franz has concluded her service as interim Director of Music and Organist on 

Sunday August 2nd.  A special fellowship time was provided to greet and thank her for 

a wonderful job.  Pastor Heagy, Kris Malia, and the congregation extend heartfelt 

thanks to Gretchen for her outstanding leadership this summer.  We wish her well and 

look forward to seeing her again when she is able to serve with us as a substitute 

organist.   
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ELCA God’s Work, Our Hands 

Snack Bag Service Project 

Rally Day/Sunday School Begins 

Sunday, September 13 
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