SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2026
CREATION IN CHRIST

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, our hope, our heart, our home. Amen. Let us confess our
sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Everlasting God, the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, we confess that we
participate in systems that perpetuate oppression and injustice. We are often numb to the
pain of the world around us, resistant to change that costs us something, and reluctant to
love our neighbors as ourselves. We sin against your good creation, failing to be faithful
stewards of the land, the sea, and all their creatures. Make your home among us once more,
O God, naming us beloved and opening our hearts to do your will. Amen.

All you saints and sinners, this good news is for you: God knows you, forgives you by the self-
giving of + Jesus Christ, and frees you to love the world as you have been loved. Creation’s
story will not end until mourning, crying, and pain are no more. When everything else changes,
God’s love is steadfast and sure. Nothing can ever separate you from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Proper Preface for Ordinary Time

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

First Reading: Genesis 1:1—2:4a

' When God began to create the heavens and the earth, ° the earth was complete chaos, and darkness covered
the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. * Then God said, “Let there
be light,” and there was light. * And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the
darkness. ° God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day. *And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate
the waters from the waters.” ' So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome
from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. “ God called the dome Sky. And there was evening
and there was morning, the second day. ’ And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together
continued...



First Reading: Genesis 1:1—2:4a continued

into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. '’ God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that
were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. '' Then God said, “Let the earth put forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it
was so. '~ The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing
fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. '~ And there was evening and there was morning, the
third day. '* And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let
them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, * and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give
light upon the earth.” And it was so. '° God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the
lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. '’ God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, '
to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was
good. '’ And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. *’ And God said, “Let the waters bring
forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” *' So God created
the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and
every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. ** God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” ** And there was evening and there
was morning, the fifth day. ** And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. ~ God made the wild animals of the
earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And
God saw that it was good. *° Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the
wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” >’ So God created humans in
his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. ’* God blessed them, and
God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of
the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” >’ God said, “See, I
have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit;
you shall have them for food. *’ And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so.
""God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day. ~' Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. * On the sixth day
God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. °
So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in
creation. " These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

Psalm: 148 Please find the Psalm in the Hymnal

Second Reading: Acts 17:22a, 24-28

" Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ' “The God who made the world and everything in it,
he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, “ nor is he served by
human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all
things. *° From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their
existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, *’ so that they would seaﬁrch for God and

perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. ** For ‘In him we
live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’

Gospel: John 1:1-5

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. “He was in the
beginning with God. * All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being ‘in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. * The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.



