SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2026
REFORMATION SUNDAY

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.
Amen. Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our
own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. In-
difference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.
Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live
as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. Hear this good news: We have peace
with God through + Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the
promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Proper Preface

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and 1in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:




First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34

' The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. " It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when
I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I
was their husband, says the LORD. *~ But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and
I will be their God, and they shall be my people. ** No longer shall they teach one another or say to
each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says
the LORD, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more.

Psalm: 46 Please find the Psalm in the Hymnal

Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28

""Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every
mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to God. *’ For no human will
be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of
sin. ' But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested by
the Law and the Prophets, ** the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who
believe. For there is no distinction, * since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; ** they
are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, = whom God
put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins
previously committed; *° it was to demonstrate at the present time his own righteousness, so that he is
righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus. °’ Then what becomes of boasting? It is
excluded. Through what kind of law? That of works? No, rather through the law of faith. ** For we
hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

Gospel: John 8:31-36

*!Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my
disciples, * and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” ** They answered him,
“We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by
saying, “You will be made free’?” **Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who
commits sin is a slave to sin. ~ The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son
has a place there forever. *° So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”




